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As the supply of the 
COVID-19 vaccine has 
outpaced demand in 
Idaho, the Department 
of Health & Welfare 
(DHW) has turned to 
IMA to seek feedback 
from physicians on 
the barriers that exist 
when administering the 
vaccine. 
In partnership with 
DHW, IMA is urging 
participation in the 
following survey to 
collect feedback on the 
challenges physicians 
face when administering 
the COVID-19 vaccine 
and identifying 
resources that could 
help. 

IMA and DHW 
encourage all providers 
to fi ll out the survey 
below by May 20, even 
if you do not administer 
the COVID-19 vaccine. 
Your feedback is 
much needed and 
appreciated. 

Fill out the survey here: 
bit.ly/IMAVaccineSurvey
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IMA Public Health Committee seeks new 
members
IMA is creating a new Public Health Committee to work in partnership with the Idaho 
Department of Health and Welfare (DHW) on public health issues. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
made it clear that physicians need to stay connected with the most recent developments in 
public health. In addition, public health entities need to understand the needs of physicians on 
the ground level of treating patients during a public health crisis. IMA wants to ensure that this 
committee can actively address current and future public health issues in Idaho. 

The committee is seeking several new members from across the state and from diverse 
specialties, including infectious disease experts as well as primary care or any physician with an 
interest in public health. If you are interested in serving on the IMA Public Health Committee, 
please email IMA’s Director of Government Aff airs Jamie Neill at jamie@idmed.org. 

The IMA Board will select committee members, who will get to work right away. IMA expects the 
committee to begin meeting this June

Idaho COVID-19 Updates
Currently, over 560,000 Idahoans are fully vaccinated against COVID-19. The Idaho Department 
of Health and Welfare (DHW) has announced that all Idaho children ages 12-15 are now eligible 
to receive the Pfi zer COVID-19 vaccine. With this recommendation, 85 percent of all Idahoans 
are eligible for the vaccine.

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an emergency-use authorization for the Pfi zer 
vaccine among children in this age group and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommended it last week. The Idaho 
Immunization Program is providing a summary of the ACIP recommendations to all COVID-19 
vaccine providers and pediatricians in Idaho.

Idaho providers who have the Pfi zer vaccine can begin vaccinating children in this age group 
immediately. 

“Children can spread COVID-19 inadvertently because their symptoms are often so mild, so this 
safe and eff ective vaccine is a critical next step to stopping the spread of COVID-19 in Idaho,” 
said Dr. Christine Hahn, public health medical director and state epidemiologist. “We hope 
parents will choose to get their children vaccinated so we can keep schools open in the fall and 
children engaged in their extracurricular activities.”

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released new guidance that fully 
vaccinated people can stop wearing masks indoors and return to pre-pandemic activities. 
Central District Health lifted its face mask public health advisory in all four counties under 
its jurisdiction, which covers Ada, Boise, Elmore and Valley counties. Several Idaho cities that 
had mask mandates have lifted those rules, including Boise, Hailey and McCall. Gov. Little 
announced last week that Idaho will move from stage 3 to stage 4 of his Idaho Rebounds Plan 
which means there are no longer recommended gathering size limitations, but vaccinations are 
encouraged and face coverings are recommended when distancing is diffi  cult. Face coverings 
continue to be required for people who are visiting or working in a long-term care facility, to 
protect vulnerable residents.
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Insurance
by physicians,
for physicians.™

miec.com | 800.227.4527

Get a
quote
today

Is it time
for a change?
MIEC was founded in turbulent times, by 
physicians who imagined a better way to do 
business. An insurance company that provided 
its physician owners the best possible coverage, 
at the lowest sustainable price, and didn’t turn 
profits over to outside shareholders. Over the last 
44 years we have put more than $442 million 
back into the pockets of our policyholders. 
To learn more about the benefits of being 
an MIEC policyholder, or to apply, visit 
miec.com or call 800.227.4527.
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IMA Foundation accepting 
award applications
The Idaho Medical Association Foundation is pleased 
to announce the availability of the 2021 Future 
Physicians of Idaho Awards, which are targeted 
toward individual medical students and residents/
fellows. There are six one-time individual awards 
available of $5,000 each. Three awards are for 4th 
year medical students who have matched to an 
Idaho-based residency program. Three awards 
are for residents or fellows in their fi nal year of 
training who are in good standing in an Idaho-
based residency program and who will practice in 
a medically underserved Idaho community upon 
completion of residency.  

The overarching goal of the IMA Foundation is 
to support eff orts to improve Idaho’s physician 
workforce shortages and to improve the quality 
and accessibility of healthcare in Idaho. The IMA 
Foundation is a 501(c)3 charitable arm of the Idaho 
Medical Association. 

Applications will be scored on these fi ve award 
criteria categories: 
1.  Idaho Roots:  Born and raised in Idaho, from a 
rural underserved area, educated in Idaho schools, or 
have other Idaho ties;  
2.  Commitment to Practice in Idaho:  
Demonstrated commitment to remaining in Idaho 
and ultimately setting up or joining a practice in 
Idaho;
3.  Commitment to Rural and Underserved 
Idaho:  The extent to which the applicant focuses 
on practicing in Idaho’s rural and/or medically 
underserved populations;
4.  Specialty:  The applicant’s chosen specialty and 
the need for that specialty in Idaho; and
5.  Personal Statement:  The strength of an 
applicant’s personal statement and the extent to 
which an applicant’s goals further the goals of the 
IMA Foundation 

Letter(s) of support: Each applicant will be required 
to submit at least one letter of support from a 
faculty member or other physician who has been 
instrumental in your training and who can attest to 
your skills and dedication. The letter can be mailed to 
IMAF, 305 West Jeff erson, Boise, ID  83702 or can be 
emailed to jamie@idmed.org.  (Does not have to be 
a formal letter - an emailed message directly from the 
physician will be accepted.)

Applicants with service, loan repayment or other 
commitments outside Idaho after residency are 
INELIGIBLE. Applications must be submitted no later 
than June 4, 2021. FILL OUT THE APPLICATION AT: 
bit.ly/IMAFawards. 

Always there. It’s our policy.

phyins.com | (800) 962-1399 
Serving Idaho for more than 20 years

“What matters most to me 
is the support PI provides. 
They’re there for you and 

they are always responsive. 
We need this so we can keep 

giving great patient care!”

THEY GIVE ME 

PEACE 
OF MIND

GREG FELTENBERGER
CEO, IDAHO UROLOGIC INSTITUTE, ID
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Order the 2021 IMA 
Directory of Idaho 
Physicians!
Your complimentary copy of the 2021 IMA 
Directory of Idaho Physicians is here and ready 
to deliver to you! IMA is happy to provide the 
Directory as a free IMA membership benefi t; you 
can also order additional copies for a discounted 
price of $40. Non-member copies cost $125. 

The Directory provides the offi  ce address and 
telephone number of every physician currently 
practicing in Idaho. This comprehensive physician 
reference also features listings by location of 
practice and specialty, plus a directory of Idaho 
hospitals. This valuable information isn’t available 
anywhere else.

Visit bit.ly/IMA2021directory to order your 
directory today!

Alert: Postcard 
disguised as offi  cial 
OCR communication
OCR has been made aware of postcards being 
sent to health care organizations informing the 
recipients that they are required to participate in 
a “Required Security Risk Assessment” and they 
are directed to send their risk assessment to 
www.hsaudit.org.  The link directs individuals to a 
non-governmental website marketing consulting 
services.

Please be advised that this postcard notifi cation 
did not come from OCR or the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services.  This communication 
is from a private entity – it is NOT an HHS/OCR 
communication.  HIPAA covered entities and 
business associates should alert their workforce 
members to this misleading communication.  
Covered entities and business associates can verify 
that a communication is from OCR by looking for 
the OCR address or email address, which will end 
in @hhs.gov, on any communication that purports 
to be from OCR, and asking for a confi rming email 
from the OCR investigator’s hhs.gov email address.  

If organizations have additional questions or 
concerns, please send an email to: OCRMail@hhs.
gov. Suspected incidents of individuals posing as 
federal law enforcement should be reported to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 



This program has received prior approval by the American Academy of Professional 
Coders (AAPC) for one (1) continuing education credit. Granting of prior approval in 
no way constitutes endorsement by AAPC of the program  content or the program 
sponsor.
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Medicare begins advance payment
recoupment, AMA asks for your feedback

IMA Education Webinar Series
The 2021 IMA Education Webinar schedule is now posted at idmed.org, register today!

The next IMA webinar:  Challenges and Changes - Orthopedic and Closed Fracture Care.
Gill Compliance Solutions, Nicole Benson (1 CEU)

Wednesday, June 9, 2021, 12:15 – 1:30 pm (MT)

Register today to join Gill Compliance Solutions, Nicole Branson on June 9, 2021. Don’t miss this 
valuable and informative webinar! This webinar will be presented via Zoom, dial-in instructions 
as well as any presentation materials will be emailed to you the day before the webinar. A 
registration form is available at idmed.org. Questions? Contact the IMA at 208-344-7888 or 
rebecca@idmed.org.

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) recently began automatic recoupment 
of COVID-19 Accelerated and Advance Payments, which were an advance of up to three months 
of Medicare payments to help physician practices keep the lights on early in the COVID-19 
pandemic. The American Medical Association (AMA) and the Federation strongly advocated 
for improved repayment terms, which Congress and CMS adopted in 2020. Under the revised 
repayment terms, physicians should be aware that:

• These funds are loans that are required to be repaid.
• Repayment begins one year from when the Medicare advance payment is received, rather 

than 120 days under the original terms.
• The per claim recoupment amount was reduced from 100% to 25% for the fi rst 11 months, 

and then 50% for an additional six months.
• If there is an outstanding balance after the 17-month recoupment time frame, the Medicare 

Administrative Contractor (MAC) will issue a demand letter requiring repayment subject to an 
interest rate of 4%, a decrease from the original interest rate of 10.25%.

• Physicians may repay the Medicare advance payment in full at any time by contacting their 
MAC.

The AMA is very interested in feedback about recoupment of the Medicare advance payments 
and what you’re hearing from your members. Please share your feedback via AMA.Advocacy@
ama-assn.org. For more information about the programs established by the federal 
government to help physician practices off set the fi nancial impact of COVID-19, access these 
AMA resources.



Medical Practice Opportunities

Family Physician Provider Opportunity with Primary Health Medical Group

Established primary care group in Boise, Idaho is seeking a board certifi ed/eligible family 
physician to work in APPOINTMENT-BASED FAMILY PRACTICE clinics in Boise, Meridian, 
Nampa, Kuna or Caldwell, Idaho.

SIGNING BONUS MAY BE AVAILABLE 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PARTNERSHIP MAY BE AVAILABLE

Call for this appointment based position is 1:30 and is only phone calls.  Hospitalist coverage is 
provided. We have a nurse triage service that handles most of our patient calls.

Boise/Caldwell off ers a complete complement of sub-specialties for physician support and 
a very competitive compensation package. For more information, contact Becky Nelson at 
becky.nelson@primaryhealth.com.

To place a Medical Practice Opportunities Classifi ed Advertisement, 
please contact: Amika Empey, Director of Communications at 

208-344-7888 or by email amika@idmed.org.
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June 9, 2021 
IMA Education Webinar: 

Challenges and Changes - Orthopedic and Closed Fracture Care.
Gill Compliance Solutions, Nicole Benson (1 CEU)

Wednesday, June 9, 2021, 12:15 – 1:30 pm (MT)

Additional information and registration forms for webinars 
are available at www.idmed.org

Calendar of Events

Idaho Medical Association
Unifying and advocating for 
Idaho physicians

Telephone contact: 208-344-7888 

E-mail contact: amika@idmed.org
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